| oI a most improbable friendship,
\ she found love. In a world where women
' were silenced, she found her voice.

“Patti Callahan seems to have found the story she was born to tell
in this tale of unlikely friendship turned true love.... Their
connection comes to life in Callahan’s expert hands, revealing

e _ Y a connection so persuasive and affecting, we wonder if there’s
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—PAU —PAULA MCLAIN, New York Times bestselling author

of The Paris Wife and Love and Ruin

“My favorite book of the year.... Carefully researched. Beautifully
written. Deeply romantic. Fiercely intelligent. It is both a meditation
on marriage and a whopping grand adventure. Touching, tender,
and triumphant, this is a love story for the ages.”

—ARIEL LAWHON, author of / Was Anastasia

“Becoming Mrs. Lewis is a tour de force and the
must-read of the season!”

—MARY ALICE MONROE, New York Times bestselling author
of The Beach House and The Summer Girls

“] was swept along, filled with hope, and entirely beguiled, not only by
the life lived behind the veil of C.S. Lewis's books but also by the
woman who won his heart. A literary treasure from first page to last.”

—LISA WINGATE, New York Times
bestselling author of Before We Were Yours

“Patti Callahan Henry breathes wondrous fresh life into one of the
greatest literary love stories of all time...with a sure voice, deep insight
into character and eye for period detail. The result is a deeply moving

story about love and loss that is transformative and magical.”

—PAM JENOFF, New York Times bestselling author of The Orphan’s Tale
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“Patti Callahan seems to have found the story she was born to tell
in this tale of unlikely friendship turned true love
between Joy Davidman and C.S. Lewis.”

—PAULA MCLAIN, New York Times bestselling author of The Paris Wife
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Joy was a firecracker of a woman.

She was a brilliant writer, a multi award-winning poet, a child prodigy, a
novelist, a critic, a protégé of a famous artist and much more. She was also
an ex-Jew, ex-communist, ex-atheist, and married, living in upstate NY.
Her relationship with C.S. Lewis was a most improbable love story.

“What in the world would become of us if we should ever grow brave?”—Joy
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THE MUSE OF C. S. LEWIS

After reading several works of C.S. Lewis,
Joy was so moved that she wrote him in
England. The two were long-distance pen
pals for three years before they met in
person. Joy eventually moved to England
and they married in 1957.

C.S. Lewis called Joy Davidman his
“whole world (stars, water, air, and field,
and forest, as they were reflected in a single
mind).”

Joy influenced some of C.S. Lewis’ most

significant works. He was so enraptured

with her that her death in 1960, nearly
destroyed him—and his faith.
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To fully capture and convey the story of Joy Davidman Lewis, Patti Callahan Henry

retraced Joy’s steps from New York to Oxford. Patti’s extensive research is both
documented and imagined upon in this book, Becoming Mrs. Lewis.

Patti is a New York Times bestselling author of 12 novels, including the The Bookshop
at Water’s End. A finalist in the Townsend Prize for Fiction, an Indie Next Pick an
OKRA pick, and a multiple nominee for the Southern Independent Booksellers
Alliance (SIBA) Novel of the Year, Patti is a frequent speaker at luncheons, book
clubs and women’s groups.

The mother of three children, she now lives in both Mountain Brook, Alabama and
Bluffton, South Carolina with her husband. www.patticallahanhenry.com
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